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Abstract 

English is the 'Lingua Franca' of the world. With the IT Revolution and most of software and operating system being 
in English Language, a new utility for written and oral communication in English Language has emerged. English is 
said to be the world's most important 
Indian minds, better education, better culture and higher intellect. In present times, English is the most preferred 
language. But being a foreign language it faces certain problems. 
benefits and affective benefits in the form of raising student motivation and promoting learner autonomy and transfer 
of learning beyond the classroom. To achieve these benefits, teachers and administrators must ensure
understand the principles behind english language learning and recognize that they are participating in an effective 
learning process, even if it is unfamiliar to them.

1. Introduction: 

The changing times have witnessed the growing importanc
Conscious and unconscious use of the words in our everyday conversation from the English language 
bears evidence to the growing importance of English language in every walk of life. But learning English 
as a second language has never been an easy task. It can and often does become a life
discovery, frustration and boundless rewards for those who pursue it.
learn it depends on numerous factors. While full immersi
student to learn a new language, there are various extraneous factors to be taken into account.

India is a multilingual country. The constitution of India recognizes not one but a number of languages in 
its constitution. There are at least 845 languages, including non Indian languages spoken in the country. 
Different states of India are linguistic states. Language is the base in th
Reconciling the use of the national language and t
major linguistic problem for a multi lingual country like India. In India English is the only language which is 
understood in all states, from Kerala to Kashmir, and from Gujarat to Assam. English is learne
everywhere because people have found out that knowledge of English is a must for better career and for 
communication with the entire world. If we think over the above facts, learning of English has become an 
integral part of our life and education
English in terms of 
 

Teaching of English in India is in a chaotic state today. If we mirror the whole situation, we are shocked to 
see the sorry state of affairs. Eng
National Knowledge Commission (NKC 2007), India as it brings out rightly, 
situation.  English has been part of our education system for more than a century.
the reach of most of our young people, which makes for highly unequal access.
than one percent of our people use it as a second language, let alone a first language ……. But NKC 
believes that the time has come
schools.  Early action in this sphere, would help us build an inclusive society and transform India into a 
knowledge society.” 
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of the world. With the IT Revolution and most of software and operating system being 
in English Language, a new utility for written and oral communication in English Language has emerged. English is 
said to be the world's most important language having communicative and educative value. English symbolizes in 
Indian minds, better education, better culture and higher intellect. In present times, English is the most preferred 
language. But being a foreign language it faces certain problems. Learning  English has both linguistic
benefits and affective benefits in the form of raising student motivation and promoting learner autonomy and transfer 
of learning beyond the classroom. To achieve these benefits, teachers and administrators must ensure
understand the principles behind english language learning and recognize that they are participating in an effective 
learning process, even if it is unfamiliar to them. 

The changing times have witnessed the growing importance of English language in every walk of life. 
Conscious and unconscious use of the words in our everyday conversation from the English language 
bears evidence to the growing importance of English language in every walk of life. But learning English 

ond language has never been an easy task. It can and often does become a life
discovery, frustration and boundless rewards for those who pursue it. The intensity of effort required to 
learn it depends on numerous factors. While full immersion in a language is the best and fastest way for a 
student to learn a new language, there are various extraneous factors to be taken into account.

India is a multilingual country. The constitution of India recognizes not one but a number of languages in 
s constitution. There are at least 845 languages, including non Indian languages spoken in the country. 

Different states of India are linguistic states. Language is the base in the formation of each state.
Reconciling the use of the national language and the regional language would seem to constitute the 
major linguistic problem for a multi lingual country like India. In India English is the only language which is 
understood in all states, from Kerala to Kashmir, and from Gujarat to Assam. English is learne
everywhere because people have found out that knowledge of English is a must for better career and for 
communication with the entire world. If we think over the above facts, learning of English has become an 
integral part of our life and education. But the pity is that a majority of Indians still feel uneasiness in usi
English in terms of writing or speaking.

Teaching of English in India is in a chaotic state today. If we mirror the whole situation, we are shocked to 
see the sorry state of affairs. English is taught in India under conditions which are far from satisfactory. 
National Knowledge Commission (NKC 2007), India as it brings out rightly, “There is an irony in the 

English has been part of our education system for more than a century.
the reach of most of our young people, which makes for highly unequal access.  
than one percent of our people use it as a second language, let alone a first language ……. But NKC 
believes that the time has come for us to teach our people, ordinary people, English as a language in 

Early action in this sphere, would help us build an inclusive society and transform India into a 
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of the world. With the IT Revolution and most of software and operating system being 
in English Language, a new utility for written and oral communication in English Language has emerged. English is 

language having communicative and educative value. English symbolizes in 
Indian minds, better education, better culture and higher intellect. In present times, English is the most preferred 

Learning  English has both linguistic 
benefits and affective benefits in the form of raising student motivation and promoting learner autonomy and transfer 
of learning beyond the classroom. To achieve these benefits, teachers and administrators must ensure that students 
understand the principles behind english language learning and recognize that they are participating in an effective 

e of English language in every walk of life. 
Conscious and unconscious use of the words in our everyday conversation from the English language 
bears evidence to the growing importance of English language in every walk of life. But learning English 

ond language has never been an easy task. It can and often does become a life-long journey of 
The intensity of effort required to 

on in a language is the best and fastest way for a 
student to learn a new language, there are various extraneous factors to be taken into account. 

India is a multilingual country. The constitution of India recognizes not one but a number of languages in 
s constitution. There are at least 845 languages, including non Indian languages spoken in the country. 

e formation of each state. 
he regional language would seem to constitute the 

major linguistic problem for a multi lingual country like India. In India English is the only language which is 
understood in all states, from Kerala to Kashmir, and from Gujarat to Assam. English is learned 
everywhere because people have found out that knowledge of English is a must for better career and for 
communication with the entire world. If we think over the above facts, learning of English has become an 

he pity is that a majority of Indians still feel uneasiness in using 
writing or speaking. 

Teaching of English in India is in a chaotic state today. If we mirror the whole situation, we are shocked to 
lish is taught in India under conditions which are far from satisfactory. 

“There is an irony in the 
English has been part of our education system for more than a century.  Yet English is beyond 

 Indeed, even now, more 
than one percent of our people use it as a second language, let alone a first language ……. But NKC 

for us to teach our people, ordinary people, English as a language in 
Early action in this sphere, would help us build an inclusive society and transform India into a 
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2. Problems in Teaching/Learning English as a Second 
 
The teaching of English in India has always been in difficult circumstances. This is so
large population of the country, 
men and material, etc. Let us discuss some of these here.
 
2.1 Lack of Clear-cut course of action
One of the main reasons for the poor standard of English is the lack of a clear
have been frequent changes in the 
of English. Though English is taught as a compulsory subject, only the pass mark is
consideration. As the percentage of low achievers has been ever increasing, the
not to consider marks in English as essential for admission into a
and politicians differ on the role and status of English in
English, it is high time that the authorities
policies that promote students’ learning
of English. 
 
2.2 Lack of Exposure to the Language
Most of the Indian students are exposed to their mother tongues. They do not get 
either to listen to or speak in English. They
teaching of the other subjects is 
vernacular languages. It is only language in
Because of the poor societal and 
outside the classroom nor enough opportunities to
reduces their use of English and 
 
2.3 Non- accessibility of appropriate
Aids: 
Many teaching/ learning materials like 
radio, charts or other useful  material 
possible only when supplied with 
T.V., Radio, Charts, C.d.s, Models
materials to the teachers as well as to the learners. 
to be imaginative rather than practical.
The colleges should be provided with at least simple visual aids. Some aids may be got manufactured on 
a large scale by the private agencies, then supplied to central pools, and form there to all school and 
colleges. The libraries of schools and colleges s
well as the students to enhance the 
Regrettably many teachers and students are not provi
teaching and learning becomes more imaginative than 
 
2.4 Lack of Excellent Instructors in
Good teachers or instructors of English are found in very small number in India. Hence, not having a good
teacher of English is a common experience of all the students of English. The teachers of English
either not trained appropriately or they are the teachers of other subjects. Even if they are trained,
are trained by the teachers of English in India but not by the nati
methodology used in these training programmes are outdated. As such, it is the
that is shared. There is hardly any scope to improve intuitive and
language.  
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Problems in Teaching/Learning English as a Second Language in India

The teaching of English in India has always been in difficult circumstances. This is so
large population of the country, dreary economic conditions, the cultural and social 

us discuss some of these here. 

course of action :  
One of the main reasons for the poor standard of English is the lack of a clear-cut 
have been frequent changes in the course of action of the government towards the teaching and
of English. Though English is taught as a compulsory subject, only the pass mark is
consideration. As the percentage of low achievers has been ever increasing, the

to consider marks in English as essential for admission into a university course. The educationists 
and politicians differ on the role and status of English in India. If we are to aim at good standards in 

glish, it is high time that the authorities takes a strong decision to formulate and implement appropriate 
policies that promote students’ learning 

Lack of Exposure to the Language : 
Most of the Indian students are exposed to their mother tongues. They do not get 
either to listen to or speak in English. They listen to English only in the English
teaching of the other subjects is usually in their local languages as the medium of

only language in the  urban areas that we find English medium schools. 
and financial backgrounds, they neither get enough exposure to English 

outside the classroom nor enough opportunities to improve themselves in speaking it. This 
reduces their use of English and results in a poor proficiency in the English. 

appropriate  Teaching/Learning Material

Many teaching/ learning materials like — good textbooks, workbooks, and handbooks for
material — are vital for effective teaching . Effective teaching can be 

possible only when supplied with appropriate teaching aids like good text books, work books, hand books, 
, C.d.s, Models  etc. Regrettably some institutions are not in a position to provide such 

materials to the teachers as well as to the learners. As a result, a teacher teaching in such cases bounds 
to be imaginative rather than practical.
The colleges should be provided with at least simple visual aids. Some aids may be got manufactured on 
a large scale by the private agencies, then supplied to central pools, and form there to all school and 
colleges. The libraries of schools and colleges should arrange good quality journals for the teachers as 
well as the students to enhance the information of latest developments in the field of 

many teachers and students are not provided with these materials. Hence, 
teaching and learning becomes more imaginative than realistic and practical. 

Excellent Instructors in  English: 
of English are found in very small number in India. Hence, not having a good

a common experience of all the students of English. The teachers of English
or they are the teachers of other subjects. Even if they are trained,

are trained by the teachers of English in India but not by the native speakers. Even the
methodology used in these training programmes are outdated. As such, it is the 
that is shared. There is hardly any scope to improve intuitive and spontaneous knowledge of
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Language in India  

The teaching of English in India has always been in difficult circumstances. This is so because of the 
itions, the cultural and social diversities, deficient 

cut course of action. There 
of the government towards the teaching and learning 

of English. Though English is taught as a compulsory subject, only the pass mark is taken into 
consideration. As the percentage of low achievers has been ever increasing, the authorities has decided 

university course. The educationists 
India. If we are to aim at good standards in 

strong decision to formulate and implement appropriate 

Most of the Indian students are exposed to their mother tongues. They do not get ample opportunities 
English Language class. The 

languages as the medium of instruction is in their 
we find English medium schools. 

neither get enough exposure to English 
improve themselves in speaking it. This obviously 

 

Teaching/Learning Material  and Audio-Visual 

good textbooks, workbooks, and handbooks for teachers, TV, 
Effective teaching can be 

books, work books, hand books, 
t in a position to provide such 

teacher teaching in such cases bounds 
to be imaginative rather than practical. 
The colleges should be provided with at least simple visual aids. Some aids may be got manufactured on 
a large scale by the private agencies, then supplied to central pools, and form there to all school and 

journals for the teachers as 
evelopments in the field of  English language. 

ded with these materials. Hence, sometimes the 

of English are found in very small number in India. Hence, not having a good 
a common experience of all the students of English. The teachers of English are 

or they are the teachers of other subjects. Even if they are trained, they 
ve speakers. Even the materials and 

 same limited experience 
spontaneous knowledge of the 
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2.5 Use of Mother Tongue:
 
Indian students are prone to their mother tongue. It creates a major 
themselves at ease in using it. They are taught other subjects in their native language and English fall in 
their ears only in the class of English. Their poor 
it. They do not get enough   opportunities to speak Eng
cut short their chances of being competent in English.
 
2.6 Lack of apt P ronunciation: 
Sometimes teachers  having regional
transcriptions due to being prone to local regional dialects.  
careful and try to avoid such regional dialects. They may consult a pronouncing dictionary before going to 
the classrooms. 
 
2.7 . Defective Methods of teaching:
The methodology  which is practiced to teach English in schools is not 
the soul of any method is entirely
right from the beginning. Students are not given 
the rules and learnt by rote memory. As a result, students fail to
use of English  Language. 
 
2.8 Lack of Enthusiasm and Motivation:
As students do not find any instant
is no instant reward for their achievement, the interest decreases. The
sociological circumstances also force them to neglect the language. In
language is not an easy task and the much needed exposure and
fluency in the use of the language.
 
2.9 Improper Infrastructure: 
Most of the institutions are in a deplorable
class-rooms available for language teachers. Teacher
the topic, no matter whether it is too hot, too 
suspended.  The English language teachers should be provided all sorts of aids. They must have proper 
well equipped classrooms with ceiling fans, loudspeakers, 
aided screens etc. An English Language lab ia a 
their own cabins where they can upgrade 
 
2.10 Outsized Classes:  
With India’s  huge population we do not find any class where
students in the class are always heterogeneous, there is hardly any time to pay attention to
creative child. Even the average students do not get enough experience in the use of
of the class is proved to be a chief
by the second, the class size is also enlarging. English being a compulsory subject, number of stu
are found to be around morethan 60
individual attention.  A well thought
the classrooms. There must be a provision of extra
individual attention. This, certainly, hinders the intellectual
 
2.11 Defective System of Examinations:
The examination in India puts a lot of stress
no examination in spoken English. The result is that the students 
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of Mother Tongue:  

Indian students are prone to their mother tongue. It creates a major dilemma
in using it. They are taught other subjects in their native language and English fall in 

their ears only in the class of English. Their poor societal and   financial     background is responsible for 
opportunities to speak English   in   or outside the classrooms. This process 

cut short their chances of being competent in English. 

ronunciation:   
having regional  backgrounds  are accustomed  to teach

ne to local regional dialects.  A linguistic teacher 
careful and try to avoid such regional dialects. They may consult a pronouncing dictionary before going to 

of teaching:   
which is practiced to teach English in schools is not suitable

entirely abandoned. Writing which is an advanced skill to
right from the beginning. Students are not given exposure to the use of language. Language is taught by 
the rules and learnt by rote memory. As a result, students fail to achieve the desired aim regarding

Enthusiasm and Motivation:  
instant need for English, their concern naturally slackens.

reward for their achievement, the interest decreases. The poverty and the insecure 
also force them to neglect the language. In addition

language is not an easy task and the much needed exposure and practice are not available to achieve 
fluency in the use of the language. 

Improper Infrastructure:   
deplorable condition due to the lack of proper infrastructure. 

rooms available for language teachers. Teachers and students are bound to sit 
the topic, no matter whether it is too hot, too cold or drizzling. Whenever there is a ba

The English language teachers should be provided all sorts of aids. They must have proper 
ith ceiling fans, loudspeakers, blackboards, electronic media like computer 

An English Language lab ia a must for every institution. English
n cabins where they can upgrade themselves in between two consecutive classes.

population we do not find any class where student’s number is less than 5
students in the class are always heterogeneous, there is hardly any time to pay attention to
creative child. Even the average students do not get enough experience in the use of

chief problem in the present set-up. As the population of India is increasing 
by the second, the class size is also enlarging. English being a compulsory subject, number of stu
are found to be around morethan 60-70 per section. In such a  class, it is impossible for a teache

well thought-out teacher-student ratio is required for effective teaching of English in 
e must be a provision of extra classes for weak students.

individual attention. This, certainly, hinders the intellectual growth. 

System of Examinations:  
n in India puts a lot of stress on rote learning rather than on language mastery. 

no examination in spoken English. The result is that the students dedicate their time to 
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dilemma for them as they find 
in using it. They are taught other subjects in their native language and English fall in 

background is responsible for 
or outside the classrooms. This process 

to teach     incorrect phonetic 
A linguistic teacher  should be very much 

careful and try to avoid such regional dialects. They may consult a pronouncing dictionary before going to 

suitable. The oral work which is 
. Writing which is an advanced skill to be learnt is taught 

language. Language is taught by 
achieve the desired aim regarding the 

naturally slackens. Similarly, as there 
poverty and the insecure 

addition, learning a foreign 
practice are not available to achieve 

lack of proper infrastructure. There are no 
s and students are bound to sit in open and discuss 

there is a bad weather, class is 
The English language teachers should be provided all sorts of aids. They must have proper 

blackboards, electronic media like computer 
st for every institution. English teachers must have 

themselves in between two consecutive classes. 

 
student’s number is less than 50. As the 

students in the class are always heterogeneous, there is hardly any time to pay attention to the weak or 
creative child. Even the average students do not get enough experience in the use of language. The size 

pulation of India is increasing 
by the second, the class size is also enlarging. English being a compulsory subject, number of students 

, it is impossible for a teacher to pay 
effective teaching of English in 

students. There is no scope for 

ather than on language mastery. There is    
their time to memorizing        
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bits of grammatical rules and text book mater
on the type of evaluation, though it
encourage the students for rote 
either a poem or a narration. The language skills are not tested to any appreciable d
skills are  totally neglected. Teachers also find it very difficult to motivate the students in the class 
because   the students always aim at memorizing the notes from low
them in the     examination. The examination process should be designed in such a 
from    the  theory  papers, an oral paper should also be made
enforced to make presentations, group discussions and participate in mock 
 
With all the problems, discussed above, the standard of English in our country is 
lot of responsibility is thrown on the shoulders of the teachers to make their
learning of English fruitful. They have to gear up to meet the 
perform their duties. 
 
Conclusion  
No doubt there’re lots of drawbacks in our present education system. It is not in tune with current 
affairs. Even then we cannot be stand 
is the prerequisite of time. Teacher’s 
of teaching can provide a dependable
consideration the learning background of the learner, if a teacher designs his/her method & she may get 
in implemented more successfully.To sum up, I would like to say that the teacher of English shoul
in mind that his main task is to dev
written English, spoken English, to speak English and to write English. He should 
utmost and do all that his resources 
realized if we can have good teachers in our schools or colleges
subject and who have the necessary attitude to teach; and if we have a well organized programme,
text books, better students- teacher ratio. 
that English has a bright future in India. Generations will come and generations will go, but English will 
live in India. It will keep on spreading its 

References  

Dash, Neena. Teaching English as an additional language : Atlantic Publication

Sheorey Ravi. Learning and teaching English in India : Saga Publication, New Delhi.

Krishnaswamy, D., Krishnaswamy, Lalitha. The story of English in India : Foundation Books

Ellis, Rad. Understanding Second Language Acquisition : Oxford University Press.

Gupta, R. S. English in India , Issues and Problem : Academic Foundation

Stern, H. H. Fundamental Concept of La

P. G. Certificate Course Material from the English and the Foreign Language University, Hyderabad.

Stevick. W. Earl, Teaching and Learning Language : Cambridge Publication

Gatenby : English Language as a Foreign L

 

 

 

 
International Journal of Education, Issue October 2013, Vol. 1 

ISSN (Online):2347-4343, Web Presence: http://ijoe.vidyapublications.com
Publications .   Authors are responsible for any plagiarism issues.

Papaldeep Gosal 

bits of grammatical rules and text book material. Generally, the methodology of teaching is fashioned
on the type of evaluation, though it should be happening the other way. Our examinations of English

 memory because many times the questions are based on summarizing 
narration. The language skills are not tested to any appreciable d

neglected. Teachers also find it very difficult to motivate the students in the class 
students always aim at memorizing the notes from low-standard guides and reproducing

The examination process should be designed in such a 
the  theory  papers, an oral paper should also be made      necessary in   which students should be 

enforced to make presentations, group discussions and participate in mock interviews etc.

With all the problems, discussed above, the standard of English in our country is shockingly 
lot of responsibility is thrown on the shoulders of the teachers to make their classes

hey have to gear up to meet the demands of the situation and successfully 

No doubt there’re lots of drawbacks in our present education system. It is not in tune with current 
Even then we cannot be stand at rest. System of teaching can not amended 

of time. Teacher’s optimistic and constructive  attitude & their use of innovative method 
dependable overpass to the process of learning English

consideration the learning background of the learner, if a teacher designs his/her method & she may get 
in implemented more successfully.To sum up, I would like to say that the teacher of English shoul
in mind that his main task is to develop four language abilities to enable the students to 
written English, spoken English, to speak English and to write English. He should 
utmost and do all that his resources allow him. The aims and objectives of teaching English can be 
realized if we can have good teachers in our schools or colleges- teachers who are proficient in the 
subject and who have the necessary attitude to teach; and if we have a well organized programme,

teacher ratio. On the basis of the above observations, it can be safely stated 
that English has a bright future in India. Generations will come and generations will go, but English will 

ading its brilliance and grandeur  like a rising Sun.
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Generally, the methodology of teaching is fashioned       
should be happening the other way. Our examinations of English      

memory because many times the questions are based on summarizing       
narration. The language skills are not tested to any appreciable degree.    Speech 

neglected. Teachers also find it very difficult to motivate the students in the class 
standard guides and reproducing      

The examination process should be designed in such a  way that      apart 
which students should be 

interviews etc. 

shockingly low. Hence, a 
classes      interesting      and 
the situation and successfully 

No doubt there’re lots of drawbacks in our present education system. It is not in tune with current state of 
amended  overnight. Hard work 

attitude & their use of innovative method 
f learning English. Taking in 

consideration the learning background of the learner, if a teacher designs his/her method & she may get 
in implemented more successfully.To sum up, I would like to say that the teacher of English should bear 

to enable the students to comprehend 
written English, spoken English, to speak English and to write English. He should make every effort to the 

him. The aims and objectives of teaching English can be 
teachers who are proficient in the 

subject and who have the necessary attitude to teach; and if we have a well organized programme, good 
On the basis of the above observations, it can be safely stated 

that English has a bright future in India. Generations will come and generations will go, but English will 
like a rising Sun. 
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